American Republic there are stones  laid by Polish
and cemented by Polish blood'.

THE FIRST PARTITION OF POLAND       [1772]

And now at last we come to what is by general
consent the greatest crime in all European history, the
dismemberment and partition of Poland, perpetrated,
as a French writer of 1780 said, ' in the midst of the
security of peace, without rights, without pretexts,
without grievances, without a shadow of justice'.
Of course he should have said ' without valid pretext',
for two such clever rascals as Frederic the Great of
Prussia and Catherine of Russia had no trouble in
inventing excuses for their act of sheer banditry. But
no one, either then or later, took their pretensions
seriously. With Queen Maria Theresa of Austria it
was different. It hurt her conscience.

The facts are simple enough. Taking advantage
of Poland's great internal weakness due to the break-
down of public life caused by its constitution and the
unwillingness of the gentry to sacrifice liberties in
order to retain liberty. Prussia, Russia, and Austria,
three imperialistic and expanding autocracies led by
rulers among the most capable in their history,
marshalled their forces against poorly governed and
republican Poland and took each a slice of Polish
territory.

Poland lost "over 200,000 square km. of land, 30
per cent, of its area, and about 4,000,000 people, about
35 per cent, of its population. Russia received a long
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